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Congratulations to our 2025 AMRF Grant Recipients

We are delighted to announce the AMRF grant recipients for 2025.
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Melanoma incidence is set to rise over the next 10 years. More than 200,000 Australians are expected to be
diagnosed with melanoma before 2030.

The survival rate from advanced melanoma has improved from less than 10% to over 55% over the last decade,
largely due to improvements in detection and treatment.

It is only through the support of our partners and donors that this trend can continue to improve. Our Research
Committee, which includes external experts, has selected four young Australian researchers to receive grants in

the 2025 round.

Dr Priyanka Rana
Macquarie University,
NSW

Early Career Scientist
Grant recipient for
2025

Dr Jordan Conway
" Melanoma Institute
Australia, NSW
Early Career Scientist
Grant recipient for
2025

Project: Immunotherapy has benefited many melanoma
patients, but not everyone responds to treatment, and
some experience severe side effects. This project aims to
develop a multimodal Al model trained on both advanced
tissue imaging and clinical data to better guide treatment
decisions. Using multiplex immunofluorescence imaging,
which detects multiple biomarkers in a single tissue
sample, the model will capture a detailed picture of the
tumour microenvironment, a key factor in treatment
response. Adding clinical data will further enhance the
model’s ability to maximise therapeutic benefits while
minimising risks.

“I'm deeply grateful to the Australian Melanoma Research
Foundation for their support, which enables me to contribute
to the advancement of personalised cancer care and make a
meaningful difference in the lives of those affected by
melanoma.”

Project: While immunotherapy has transformed the
treatment of advanced melanoma, patients with liver
metastases often do not respond as well as others. This
project aims to understand why the immune system
struggles to fight melanoma in patients with liver mets. By
analysing blood samples from patients receiving different
immunotherapy combinations, we will uncover how liver
metastases affect systemic immune responses. We'll also
explore how well immunotherapy drugs bind to immune
cells in these patients, helping us identify potential reasons
for treatment failure and develop better ways to monitor
and personalise therapy for these high-risk patients.

“I'm incredibly grateful to the Australian Melanoma Research
Foundation for supporting this project. This grant enables me to
explore critical mechanisms of immune resistance in patients
with liver metastases and will generate valuable data to support
my future research into personalised treatment strategies.”

To see a full summary of these research projects go to melanomaresearch.com.au/research/2025




—

Dr Mary-Ann El
Sharouni

Sydney Diagnostic
Centre, Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital, NSW
Early Career Scientist
Grant recipient for
2025

My research aims to refine surgical precision for
lentigo melanoma by employing a rapid imaging
technology, ex vivo confocal microscopy (EVCM),
alongside novel fluorescent markers, to ensure
complete surgical removal.

Nathalie Nataren
University of South
Australia SA
Postgraduate Scholar
Grant recipient for
2025

Project: My research analyses gene expression images of
advanced melanoma tumours using computational
methods to understand the biological reasons why some
patients do not respond to immune therapy treatment.

“This grant Is instrumental to my research, providing the
essential funding to execute a groundbreaking pilot study on
real-time melanoma margin assessment. It will enable the
validation of a novel surgical adjunct, ex vivo confocal
microscopy (EVCM), combined with melanoma-specific
fluorescent agents, addressing a critical unmet need in current
lentigo melanoma treatment by facilitating precise
intraoperative decision-making and reducing recurrence rates.”
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“Receiving this PhD research provides critical support for my
research time, enabling sustained and in depth focus on
analysing Xenium spatial data in advanced melanoma. It also
contributes to research dissemination and computing resources
in the aim of understanding immune checkpoint inhibitor
response in melanoma.”
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These items are intended to provide a better understanding of the research being supported by the AMRF
to improve treatment and to change outcomes for those with melanoma.

Thank you for being part of the life-changing work we do.

For more information go to melanomaresearch.com.au



